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Community Renewal is a Victorian Government
initiative made possible through the Community
Support Fund.

Contact

This publication was prepared by Jeanette Pope, Strategic Policy and Research,
Department for Victorian Communities, with assistance from the Laverton Action
Group.

December 2006

More information about Laverton Community Renewal can be obtained from:
Lyndsay Mason

Community Building Project Officer

Hobsons Bay City Council

(03) 9932 1204

Disclaimer

The materials presented in this report are for information purposes only. The
information is provided solely on the basis that readers will be responsible for making
their own assessments of the matters discussed and are advised to verify all relevant
representations, statements and information and obtain independent advice before
acting on any information contained in or in connection with this report.

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the information is accurate, the
Department for Victorian Communities will not accept any liability for any loss or
damage which may be incurred by any person acting in reliance upon the
information.
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Summary: key facts about Laverton

Compared to Victoria as a whole, Laverton:

has more children and young people under the age of 17 and more single
parent families

is more disadvantaged by a range of measures including unemployment,
resident income and level of education

has more homes that are being purchased or rented from the government,
and fewer that are owned or privately rented

has small populations from non-English backgrounds including from the
Philippines, Vietnam, Afghanistan and Somalia

Laverton residents identify a number of issues (described in this report) including:
The need to revitalise the shopping precincts and the McCormack Park
Transport (including pedestrian accessibility)

Access to the Crown St precinct (a cluster of community support services)

In terms of community engagement, compared to Victoria as a whole, Laverton:

has lower levels of participation in activities like community events, organised
groups and parental participation in schools, but similar levels of volunteering

has fewer residents that feel there are opportunities to have a real say on
issues that are important, but more than the Hobsons Bay average

Laverton Community Renewal

This community and statistical profile was developed for Laverton Community
Renewal. It brings together information from a range of sources to describe the
Laverton area, its people, participation, community attitudes and infrastructure. It will
be used by Community Renewal for assessing issues, writing grants, preparing
media and evaluating progress. It will be updated in 2007 with new data including
from the 2006 census.

Community Renewal brings residents, businesses, government and local
organisations together to help transform communities into places of opportunity and
activity. It's aims are:

ongoing community participation in decision-making;

new job and learning opportunities;

increased neighbourhood volunteering and other support;

upgraded community facilities and open spaces;

greater participation in cultural, recreational and sporting activities; and

improved feelings of safety and wellbeing.

Community Renewal will be working on issues identified in the Laverton Community
Action Plan, which can be found on the Hobsons Bay City Council website
http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/page/page.asp?page id=1628.




Map

Laverton is a suburb in the Hobsons Bay Local Government Area in Melbourne’s
West, approximately 18 kilometres from the city centre. Itis primarily a residential
suburb with some industrial zones.



The place - history, industry and environment

The first residential land lots were bought in Laverton in 1886 for £10 ($20)*, and by
1891, 165 people were living in the area’. A Royal Australian Air Force base was
opened after the 1% World War and there was significant public housing development
to meet the needs of the growing number of rseidents working at the base?. In the
1950's two primary schools and a high school were also built # and by 1961 the
Laverton population had reached 40007,

Defence was the major industry in Laverton until 1991, employing around 40% of
Laverton residents, followed by manufacturing (20%) and wholesale and retail trade
(14%)>. In 1990, however, the airbase was decommissioned and by 2001 the
proportion of the population employed in defence had fallen to 12%?>. Manufacturing
became the major industry, employing 20% of residents, followed by wholesale and
retail trade (17%) and transport and storage (16%)>.

Overall, Hobsons Bay experienced a decline in jobs from 1971 to 2001°.

Public Housing stock has been reduced over recent years but there are still 75 public
housing properties in Laverton. Low cost housing attracts new residents into the
area and there is a significant mixed (public/private) housing redevelopment planned
for the current Laverton Primary School site in the future.

The built environment in Laverton contains some significant barriers to the safe and
easy movement and connectedness of local people®. The Princes Freeway off ramp
flows directly into the shopping centre and a railway line separates north and south
(see map). Access between the two is through a level crossing and a railway
footbridge that is considered inaccessible by many. For example, a recent survey of
seniors in Laverton found the steepness of the footbridge their most significant local
issue after transport®.

Laverton has around ten pockets of open space but the largest is the McCormack
Park in the North (see map). The park has the Laverton creek running through it
which discharges at Port Phillip Bay through a coastal wetland at Altona. The
wetland is home to the threatened Altona Skipper butterfly, and is a regionally
significant bird habitat’. The water quality in the creek is rated moderate with poor
aquatic life, good habitat, poor vegetation and good flow?.

Laverton has a number of community newspapers including the:
- Altona-Laverton Mail;
- Williamstown, Altona, Laverton Star;
- online Laverton Community Guide; and
- Around Laverton Community Newspaper Inc.

! Hobsons Bay Council website http://www.hobsons.vic.gov.au/

2 Wikipedia: the free encyclopaedia (2006) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laverton%2C Victoria
® ABS Census data

4 Department of Sustainability and Environment’s Melbourne Atlas 2006
www.dse.vic.gov.au\melbourneatlas

> Laverton Community action Plan 2006-2015 http://www.hobsons.vic.gov.au/

® VUT survey quoted in the Altona-Laverton Mail, 8 November 2006.

" Melbourne Water http://www.melbournewater.com.au/content/rivers_and_creeks/

® Melbourne Water http://www.melbournewater.com.au/content/rivers_and_creeks/




The people

Population

Total population 2001

Age
0-4
5-17
18- 24
25-34
35-49
50 - 59
60 - 69
70 - 84
85+

Families

Couples with children households
Couples no children

Single parent households

Single person households

Disadvantage

Index of Relative Socio-economic Disadvantaged
the lower the score, the higher the disadvantage

Household income less than $500 per week
Ethnicity

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
Population born overseas

The main non- English speaking countries of birth Laverton: Philippines (3%) Vietnam (2%)

Speaks language other than English at home
Low proficiency in English
New settlers/arrivals per 100000 population

Laverton Hobsons

Bay LGA
4757 83 199
8% 7%
20% 17%
9% 9%
16% 16%
24% 24%
10% 11%
8% 8%
5% 8%
0.3% 1%
32% 36%
19% 24%
28% 11%
24% 24%
970.46 988.72
32% 27%
0.8% 0.4%
27% 30%
29% 29%
4% 5.7%
- 513

Victoria

4 612 097

6%
18%
9%
15%
22%
12%
8%
8%
1%

35%
25%
11%
24%

1014.56

29%

0.6%
23%

20%
3.7%
557

Anecdotally the main new arrivals are: Polynesian, Filipino, Afghani and Somali (Hobsons Bay City Council)

Religion
Christianity
Buddhism
Islam
Hinduism

Disability
Disabled persons per 1000

62%
4%
3%
1%

66%
3%
4%

0.3%

163

64%
2%
0.5%
0.8%

171

All data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2001 census except the disability rate which is
from ABS synthetic estimates generated from the 1998 Disability and Carers Survey



Community participation

Participation

Volunteering

Membership of organised groups

such as a sports or church group or another community
organisation or professional organisation

Parental participation in schools

Attendance at a community event in the last six
months

Participation in sport
Participation in organised sport

Community action

Membership of decision making board or
committee

such as a corporate board, school council, sports club or
church committee, body corporate or resident action group

Feels there are opportunities to have a real say
on issues that are important

Feels valued by society

Feels its an active community, people do things
and get involved in local issues and activities

Laverton
Jan Nov
2006 2006
33% 25%
35% 37%
51% 44%
32% -
11% 13%
58% 56%
58% -
55% 58%

Hobsons
Bay LGA

41%
38%

68%
39%

82%
38%

16%

54%

54%
67%

Victoria

36%
57%

65%

62%

79%
41%

24%

60%

74%
72%

Sport data from the Australian Sports Commission’s Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (DVC). All
other data from DVC's Indicators of community strength surveys: Victoria averages - 2004 LGA survey;
Hobsons Bay and Laverton January averages - 2005 LGA survey; Laverton November averages - from

2006 Community Renewal survey.

Figure 1. Participation by Hobsons Bay neighbourhoods
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40 +
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Attendance at community Parental participation in
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O Hobsons Bay average W Brooklyn

Decision making boards or
committees

O Laverton

W Altona



Community attitudes

Likes the area

Likes living in Laverton

Services and facilities rated good or very good
Facilities and services

like shops, childcare, schools, libraries etc

Pedestrian walkways and access
Streetscapes and street trees

Aviation Road shopping precinct
Woods-Lohse Streets shopping precinct
McCormack Park as a recreational facility

Has used facilities around the Crown St
precinct

such as the Children’s Centre, the Golden Age Club,
youth services or the Community Centre

Transport: Travel is limited by ....

No access to motor vehicle when needed

Public transport being inadequate

takes too long, runs at the wrong times, doesn’t go where
needed

Public transport being too expensive
Health problems or physical disability
Footpaths being poor quality or unavailable
Bicycle paths/facilities being poor quality or
unavailable

Feelings of safety

Feels safe walking alone down the street after
dark

Tolerance of diversity

Feels multiculturalism makes life in your area
better

Ability to get help when needed

Can get help from friends, family and
neighbours when needed

Laverton

Jan
2006

72%

46%

71%

92%

Nov
2006

88%

68%

61%
45%
62%
28%
69%
12%

25%
26%

16%
15%
30%
12%

51%

79%

88%

Hobsons
Bay LGA

93%

82%

Victoria

93%

78%

Available 2007

63%

78%

90%

2%

87%

87%

All data from DVC's Indicators of community strength surveys: Victoria averages - 2004 LGA survey;
Hobsons Bay and Laverton January averages - 2005 LGA survey; Laverton November averages - from

2006 Community Renewal survey.
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Figure 2. Services and facilities by Hobsons Bay neighbourhoods
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Other community renewal issues

Population growth mobility

Annual increase in population (1997 to 2004)
Lived in area since 1996 in 2001

Housing

Being purchased
Owned

Private rental

Public housing rental

Employment
Unemployment rate
Education

Population who did not complete year 12 or
equivalent

Children

Kindergarten participation
Absences of children in government schools
Prep
Year 1
Year 2
Reading assessment
Prep — greater than level 5
Year 1 — greater than level 15
Year 2 — greater than level 20

Crime

Against persons/100 000 population
Against property/100 000 population
Drug offences/100 000 population

Internet use

Used the internet at home
Used the internet at home or work

Laverton

39%
32%
18%

4%

11.9%

65%

15%
32%

Hobsons
Bay LGA

0.77%
57%

28%
47%
20%

3%

7.8%

55%

Victoria

1.13%
55%

29%
45%
20%

3%

5.6%

49%

Available 2007

675
5375
328

18%
40%

800
5501
264

19%
43%

Population data from Department for Sustainability and Environments population projections 2004

Mobility, housing and internet access data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001 census

Unemployment rate from Department of Employment and Workplace Relations data, June Quarter 2005

Crime data from Victoria Police 2005/2006
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Community infrastructure

Laverton Action Group have compiled this baseline audit of community infrastructure. Items highlighted blue are new and not yet being used.

Size, capacity, age and
condition

Schools and childcare

Laverton
Secondary
College

Laverton
Primary School

Laverton Plains
Primary School

Around 450 enrolments

The Laverton needs
assessment designates the
facilities poor for security,
energy and resource efficiency

Around 150 enrolments

Small site with few facilities.
The main one is a multipurpose
room for general assembly

Around 125 enrolments
Standard sized site

The Laverton needs
assessment designates the
facilities poor for security,
energy and resource efficiency

Types of program and services delivered

Curriculum includes:

- Hospitality Programme linked to Hotel Sofitel

- Industry music program
- Manufacturing Skills Centre
- Engineering Facility (RMIT)

- Visy Cares centre: re-entry program to
encourage young people to return and

complete their education

Counselling and learning support services

Library, gym, special equipment

Reputation for work with children with
behavioural and learning difficulties

Lunch provided for children who need it
Access to a restorative justice programme two

days/week

Publicly a  ccessible Available Ownership of
facilities and assets for hire facilities/land
within premises
Full sized oval Department of
Education and
Netball courts L
. Training
Two tennis courts
None Department of
Education and
Training
None Department of
Education and
Training
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Size, capacity, age and
condition

Schools and childcare continued

St Martin de
Porres Catholic
School

Whittaker Ave
Kindergarten

Laverton
Children’s
Centre (built but
not yet opened)

Around 180 enrolments

25 children. In transition to new
Children’s Centre (below)

New — to be operational 1% of
February 2007

Recreational facilities

Parks,

playgrounds and

open spaces

Bicycle
tracks/walking
paths

Netball courts

11 spaces, 9 with playground
equipment in varying conditions

The main park is the extensive
McCormack Park

Approximately 6.5 km of
varying quality from poor to new

In need of connector paths

Good condition

Types of program and services delivered

Welfare worker and life skills and personal
development programs. Building a facility for

before and after school care

Co-located with the Maternal and Child Health
Service. Specialised play groups for vulnerable

groups

Long day care, kindergarten, occasional care

and family support services

Open space, bicycle and walking paths, play
areas, BBQ areas, junior skate park and a

community garden

Laverton Netball Group

Publicly a  ccessible Available
facilities and assets for hire
within premises

Hall for hire but
currently closed due to
asbestos

None

To be determined

McCormack Park:

BBQs Public
Junior skate park Public
Community garden (17

plots)
Bicycle tracks/walking Public
paths

Netball courts

Ownership of
facilities/land

St Martin de
Porres

Hobsons Bay
City Council

Hobsons Bay

City Council

Hobsons Bay
City Council

Hobsons Bay
City Council

Hobsons Bay
City Council
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Size, capacity, age and
condition

Recreational facilities continued

Sports grounds
at AB Shaw
Reserve

(Wyndham)

Laverton Swim
and Fitness
Centre

Sports clubs

Golf course on
the RAAF base

(Wyndham)

Roller skating
rink

Oval and hall/pavilion built 1972
and now run down

Soccer oval

Lawn bowl greens and
clubhouse

Tennis Courts recently
resurfaced/good lighting

900 members

5 lane 25 metre pool, aerobics
room, gym, and occasional
child care for twelve
Operating at capacity — no
room to expand and no
recreational swimming space
after school hours

Very poor condition

Types of program and services
delivered

Laverton Football and Cricket Club
activities

Chilean Soccer Club activities
Laverton Bowling Club activities

Laverton Tennis Club activities

During term time provides swimming
classes for 1000 students per week

Publicly accessible facilities Available
and assets within premises for hire
Oval Public
Hall/pavilion
Oval Public
Hall and bar facilities
All families but restricted Commercial

hours (see size, capacity)

Ownership of
facilities/land

Hobsons Bay
City Council

Laverton
Bowling Club

Laverton
Tennis Club

Owned by City
of Hobsons
Bay and leased
to a private
operator

Archery, Bowls, Boxing, Cricket, Cycling, Football, Golf, Highland dancing, Mini bike, Netball, Roller skating, Soccer, Softball, Swimming,

Taekwando, Tennis

Good condition

Golf club activities

To members Commercial

Commercial

Privately
owned

Privately
owned
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Size, capacity, age and
condition

Other community facilities

Laverton
Community
Centre ...

Includes the
Neighbourhood
House (full time -
40 hours)

and

Youth Activity
Centre Shop 54
Wood St

Golden Age
Club (seniors)

Built 1982, the Centre’s
activities are run across
multiple venues in Crown St

The Laverton needs
assessment designates the
facilities poor for security,
energy and resource efficiency.

Built 1966, the Activity centre is
a lock up shop with a rear yard
in poor condition

Good accessibility and space
Community bus

Types of program and services
delivered

Broad range of courses including:

- Adult literacy

- English as a second language

- Training for Offenders program

- Computer, MYOB and book keeping

- Various art, craft and recreation (yoga,
belly dancing, etc)

Social support services such as crisis
intervention and family support, family
counselling and Weight Watchers

Large number of volunteers
Community Café (training in hospitality)
Weekly Macedonian community lunch

Drop in Centre for young people run by
volunteers

Also used by the school during the day
and South West Christian Centre on the
weekends

Seniors social activities

Publicly accessible
facilities and assets
within premises

Commercial kitchen

Computer room (10
computers)

One training room for 20
to 30 participants

One smaller training room

Hall for groups of 60 to
200

None

Hall

Available
for hire

Ownership of
facilities/land

Hobsons Bay City
Council

People of Laverton

Hobsons Bay City
Council

Hobsons Bay City
Council
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Size, capacity, age and
condition

Other community facilities continued

Active Hall

Scout Hall 1

Scout Hall 2

Slovak
Community Hall
Filipino
Community
Centre

Toy library

Community bus

With the netball courts, a 17m

by 20m wooden hall with toilet
facilities. Repainted and in OK
condition

Aging building in poor state of
repair

Aging building slightly better
condition than 1 but no toilets

Good

Old primary school in poor
condition

Small. Access to larger library
is in Altona Meadows

Promised but not yet delivered

Types of program and services
delivered

Boxing
Change rooms for netball

Scouting activities

Scouting activities
Scottish dancing classes

Social events and traditional dancing

Church, once a year festival

To be determined

Publicly accessible Available
facilities and assets for hire
within premises

Hall

None

None

Hall

None

To be determined

Ownership of
facilities/land

Hobsons Bay City
Council

Hobsons Bay City
Council

Wyndham City
Council

Slovak community

Filipino community

Hobsons Bay City
Council
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